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Abstract I

g}é& Abstract

[@ Introduction

» The number of dementia patients in Korea is expected to increase from 650,000
in 2015 to about 3 million in 2050 due to the highest aging rate and high

incidence ratio of dementia.

» In order to prepare for the increasing social burden and various problems
caused by the increase in dementia patients, it is necessary to maintain the

sustainability of the dementia patient management system in our society.

[@ Problem Statement and Policy Direction

» The key issue of problem related to dementia is the decline in the quality
of life of patients and their families and intensifying social costs due to increasing

severe dementia patients.

» It is necessary to strengthen the development of technologies to delay dementia
symptom for early dementia patients, link science and technology (R&D) and
social policies(welfare and medical care), and establish a cooperative and daily

management and care system integrated within the local society.

[@ Proposal of Objective and Tasks

» The objective is ‘Maximizing the period of independent living for patients

with early dementia based on smart home care’.

» 16 tasks are proposed under four strategies, including effective management
for delaying dementia symptoms, strengthening the foundation for in - home
care for improving patient daily safety and convenience, establishing a smart
management support system to strengthen the effectiveness of dementia services,

and creating a local community environment to embrace dementia patients
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[@ Policy implications

» Prolonging the period of self - reliance of dementia patients as much as possible

can be one of the alternatives for securing the sustainability of the dementia
patient management system through lowering the increase rate of patients

with severe dementia.

To extend the period of independent living for dementia patients, it is necessary
to develop secure technological means such as developing non - drug symptom
delay and treatment for dementia, and strengthening the environment supporting
independent living in residential spaces and regions, and then transfer the
system through improving related laws, systems, organizations, and processes

as well as inducing understanding and behavioral changes of local community

For the transition to a new system, it is important to establish a cooperative
system between relevant ministries to promote strategic R&D on core technologies,
and to link the R&D achievements with the highest policies related to dementia

and changes in the perception of civil society.
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