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Abstract I

a@ Abstract

In this study, we have analyzed issues concerning Korea's new funding system for
basic research, "Funding System by Academic Field" which has been applied to "the
researcher-led basic research projects” since 2022. We based our analysis on the
funding trends and status in major countries, including the US, UK, and Japan. Through
a literature review and comparative analysis of basic research support/funding systems
in these countries, we have identified several issues that may arise from the newly
applied funding system in Korea. One of the issues is that this new system can
lower the efficiency of the budget allocation process and lead to a limitation in fully
reflecting the demand of each academic field.

We have also demonstrated that the ecosystem of the "researcher-led basic research
project group” is connected to the "non-basic research project group” by analyzing
the funding status of basic research in 10 academic fields for the past four years
in Korea. For example, the number of researchers participating in "researcher-led
basic research project group” changes depending on the size and number of projects
in "non—basic research project group.” This result suggests that the limitations of
reflecting the characteristics of each academic field can arise due to the division

of the two groups' support/funding system.

Based on the results from the literature review, data analysis, and focused group interviews,
we proposed three medium- to long—term improvement strategies to supplement
the limitations and problems of the current Funding System by Academic Field.
The three suggestions are 1) The reformation of the budget allocation system and
project structure, 2) Reorganization of the support institutions for basic research,
and 3) Expansion of Funding System by Academic Field. These suggested strategies are
expected to contribute to the expansion of basic research achievements by improving
the efficiency of the budget allocation system, creating an ecosystem of basic research
that reflects the characteristics of each academic field, and strengthening the

connection between researcher—driven and mission—oriented basic research.
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